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DESCRIPTION 
OF THE PROSPERITY, 


STRENGTH, AND WISE GO- 
uernment of the vnited Prouinces 
of the Netherlands, 


See how by wiſedome Hollands houſe doth flow th, 
And truit not Leopards craft that warre doth nouriſh. 
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eA Friend to his natine ( ountrey, 
Od ſaue you Batavien gentlewoman, I am very 
glad to ſee you thus triumphantly ſer in your 
throne of freedome, it ſeemes the world goes 
better with you now then irdidintimes palt, 
The'Batawian gentleworan. 

Indeede (my good friend) iris true that it is otherwiſe with 
me noi then it was heretofore :for now (God bethanked) I 
am in my firſt and priſtinate ſtate, 

Friend. 

Is it better with you now (gentlewoman) then it was? and 
are you as you ſaid in your former ancient (tate ? and how yn- 
deritand yourthat? I pray youtell me, 

Batanid, 

My good friend, marke the particulars, as I fhall ſer them 
downe plainely vnto you,and you ſhall cahly vnderſtand ir. 
was long fince,in former time a free State; but after that,I tell 
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into great {laveric and bondage, and now at this preſent Iam 
reftored againe to my former liberty and free ſtate, For when 
my fictt founderscame hither into this free countrey, which as 
that time belonged notynto any manin perticular, bur onel 

yato thoſe that firft rooke poſſeſhon thereof, and inhabited 
the ſame (according to the Law ofnature, ) in this free place 
they built me this houſe, which was called the Batanan go- 
uernment, and at this time the Holland Commoen-wealth, 
wherinI placed my {cator Throne,called freedome or liberty, 

\ Friend. 

Had you at thefirſtno ſoucraigne Gouernour,thar had the 

chiete command ouer your houle,and houſhold? 
B rtauia. 

The gouernment of my houle was committed vnto two 
S:ates, choſen and appointed out of mine owne people and in- 
habitants; that is, the nobleſt and honourablett men amongſt 
them, and the beſt and greare(t Citizens and inhabitants of the 
{ame. Theſe were the principal] Commanders ot my houle and 
houihold,who for the better gouernment thereof, made cer- 
raine cuſtomes and lawes for the ſtrengthening of peace there- 
i1n,and had a great care over the lame, for the preſeruation of 
the Common- wealth. 

And in proccſle of time, there was a principall perſon (as a 
King) choſen out of thoſe two States,who as the chicfeſt of- 
ficer or high Steward, had the principall command ouer it and 
the common-wealch, 

Friend, 

Then your forefathers in time paft were gouerned after a 

princely manner by a chiefe Commander, 
Batana, 

Yea, Kings by name; as /eromerus, ho was called the firſt 
Batanien King, who notwithſtanding was but the chiefe 
man,amonegſt the principall perſons ot the Land, and had the 
hcl? command, and chiete authoritic thereof, 

So wereall the reſt that lucceeded hum, Kings ouer my 2B 4- 
t4wi4n Land but had more authority to giue their counlell and 
aduicetorthe gouernment thereof, then power to commanul 
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ofthe united Proninces. 
andrule ouer i-.For che other Rulers and States that were cho. 


ſen out of :5* Nobilitie and Commons, had as much power 
or ſuperintendance ouer the Ring, as the King had ouerthem, 
who with him togecherruled the Land, Bur the King had an 
ypper command, or higheſt power permitted him, bur not by 
authority or power, of, or in himlſelfe: onely in regard and 
reſpec of his princely name he was obeyed, and his authoric 
allowed with great reuerence andreſpect, and yerhe him(clte 
neverthelefle ſubie&tto the Lawes of the Land, as is ordinary 
in electiue,nor hereditaric Rings. : 
SID Friend, 

Hereby I perceie, that your houſe ( called the Z1tanan 
Goucrnment) from the very firſt originall thereof was a free 
Common-weal:h,and your commonalcic,tree people. 

Batauta. 

We were never ſubic& vnto any forraine Nations, but one - 
ly to our eleted Gouernour and States, together with the 
lawfulland probable Lawes, made tor the good gouernment 
thereof, whereunto cuery man willingly ſubmitced himſcife , 
In this ſtate we continued long time before the Romane Mo- 
narchie, and were vnited vato the {ame, and by h:r hued in 
peace, alchough the Romans had the fole command and go- 
nernment of the greateſt part of the world, and yetthey were 
content to accountatog orcfarners, a5 heir raited friends; 
acknowledging my houſe to be aſree State, and calling my 
Houſhold ſervantfthe Baranian commonaltic ; and when they 
had any warres, and were aided by vs therein, they called vs 
their fellowes, and companions, ( as {«/ms ( ear did, ) and 
which is more,cſteemed ys 25 their brethren, friends, and vni- 
ted neighbours,in regard of the great aide and (irength they 
found at our hands, to helpethem in their need againlt cheir 
enemies, 


Friend. 
Then the Romans had no imperiall command ouer the Bu- 
tavian Countrey,when they were Monarches of the world. 
Batania, UN 


7 No: For my forefathers of Berawia ( according to their an- 
| c1enc 


OO I ne ne Ae... 


A Deſcription ofthe proſperity 

cient Lawes) were ftill governed by their owne people, which 
continued aboue an hundred yeeres,during the Romane Mo- 
narchie, vntill ſuch time as their friend{hip turned into de- 
ceir,andextreame oppreſſion, ſeeking torob and ſpoyle mee 
and my Land,with pretence to turne my freedome into ſlavery 

\and bondage, contemning our vnity, and wholly forgetting 
the forepaſſed friendſhip and aide by vs formerly ſhewed,and 
done vnto them. For which cauſe my forefathers cooke armes 
in hand,and began a lawfull warre, for the defence and fafc- 
gard of mine honour and freedome, whereby che name of the 
Romans, in ſhort time, was wholy driven away, & cleane roo- 
| red our, wherein per{onally they never had any abſolute au- 

| thority nor government. For the which my ZBer4#1v: people 
were fo much honcured and efteemed of, that as then they 
werecalled and held to be theauthors of the freedome and li- 
berty of our neighbours,and other Princes, who likewiſe were 
vnder the ſubic&ion of the Romans :bur I obtained my free= 
dome againe, and after that continued long inmy free ftate, 

| "atiTwas governed by my two ſtates of the Land, yntillthe 6-0 

| ſauage Normans came and invaded vs, x 


2 7 = 3. 


| at Friend, | 
Was itthen at that time that you began to be governed by 
Earles? 
Batania. 


I, bur not as Soveraigne Gouernours, but onely choſen as 
chiefe Commanders, to lerue in Read of Iudges, wee fubic- 
Qing our ſelues willingly vnder their command, cltcem:ng 
and holding them worthie to be our Protectors,and to haue 
the ſuperintendance over our Batevian gouernment, but had | 
no power(by authority )to alter the Lawes and culiomes, nor . 

© toraiſetolles,norimpotntions, without the conſent and good 
will ofthe two States, but were bound by oath to defend and 
maintaine the Lawes and priuiledges of the Land, and to ſub= 
ie themſelues thereunto, 
Friend, 

Wh ereby it appeateth that never any Prince nor Earle had 

Soueraignty,or chiete power alone, ouer you and your houſe ? 
Batamia, 
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Batavia. 

No rfeo neg, HEIIRINg Cf 
—— 
their authority was miſl.ked, men | en of their com- 
mand. As it happened to ce lac 
land, from Whom becauſe of her diforders, and wilfulneffe jn 
her government, - 7 na _ cc __ e Land. The 
command ouer my houſe was taken away, tranſported yn-_ = 


ro Phily Duke obBurgundie, which Baaxian gouernment in 25 fou 
—— of time,and by marriages, was changed and fell into ] 
ertharto Chat te Þ C4 
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the houſe of Auſtria,and after firſt, Empe- C 
rour of Rome, ( who with the good will and voices of all the 


States of my honſe) made ouer che Batawzan Principality vnto 
his ſonne Phebp, certifying him of my priviledges, and the na- | 
rure of my ſubieRs addiQed vnto reſt and freedome, withan 
earneſt charge and warning giuen him, to have a great regard 
and reſpetot the Bateavian Common-wealth, and to gouerne 
them with a mild aad fatherly affeion: for that he eſteemed 
the fame tobe the beſt branch of his Crowne, which hee with 
Princely words and oathes promiſed to performe; but the 
' contratbeing made,and he having the authority in his hands, 
wee ftraight found a great alteration in our Betaxian houſe ; | 
for that he being a Spaniard, both by birth and conditions, a ) 
great Prince, and very powerfull , and had the Soueraigne 
;  commandouer many Kingdomes,and Principalities, did ul | 


reſpeR our Batenien liberty, nor once eſteemed our priui 

ledges, but contrary to his promiſe, brake his Princely oath. 
Friend. 

By this meanes your free State was turned intoa bondage, 
Batasia, 

Thar is true, by this meanes my croubles began, For in ſtead | 
of naturall borne Princes to proteRt my houle, 1 got ftrangs 
outlandiſh waſters and deſtroyers thereof, who therein made 
a fearfull tur, with moſt ſtrange and great exactions, cruelries, | 
and tyrannies ouer our lives and goods; to the end he might 


procure the breaking of the ancient authority of w__— 
4 5a, 
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ledges,the weakening of my lawes, and the aboliſhing of 
lberry': Bur I ſeeing the Levindng of 'my pan. Arc bh 
e condition of my houſe, and the ſubuerfion of my peo. 
ple,was compelled to ſecke meanes for the preſeruation of my 
maidenly liberty, againſt thoſe that ſoughe ro ſpoyle and be- 
reave me thereof; but finding my ſelfe in a manner very weak, 
by reaſon thar divers of my principall hoaſhold feruants fled 
from me,and that I was almoſt cleane [poyled of my houſhold 
uffe, yea and my ſeat very neere taken from vnder me, which 
I had ſo long held and enioyed from my anceſtors, for that the 
feet thereot were almoſt drawne and broken each trom the 0- 
ther; whereby in 2 manner I far ſo wagling, that I could nor 
deuiſe how I ſhould fit faſter, by reaſon of my weakeeſtate, 
But raking courage, I made meanes vnto my neighbours for —_— 
aide; bur where expeRted ſecurity and ſupport, (cre I was a- 
ware) I hadlike to hane been cleane ſpoyled : for by the aide 
that was ſent me, my houſe, Court, and Throne, wasrather in 
 worlſecaſe then it was before. _ 
Whereupon my principall officers were by neceſſity com. 
pelled to ſeeke ro marrie mee vnato ſome one, that by his aide 
they might haue meanes to helpe me and themſelues, But nor 
long before Thad had a good example ſer before mine eyes, of 
another maide,one of my neighbours, who by her welwillers 
was perſwaded to Hend:-werze,thatis, to berroth her ſelfe vn- 
to him that ſoughttobring hertg 7al-/#0s, that is, tothe de- 
AcuRion of her and all her people, 
This made me (I fay) to goe to my crofſe neighbour, (who 
alſo was eſteemed a maide) to get ſome aide of her,to helpe to 
faſten my Scate, and thereby to hold a ficplace to fitin ; for 
without that,they pretended to have broken downe my Bat 4- 
#4» houle, and tohauc made a bridge therot at their pleaſure, 
$0 hauc gone ouer to my neighbours, thereby to obtaine the 
like dominion and power ouer them ; and their meaning alſo 
was, vpon the old foundations and ruines of my Batawias 
houſe, to ere andbuild vp a new Spaniſh regiment, and co 
take my ſeate from me, and toturne it cleaneouer, as if Thad | 
bad no yoyce nor command therein: which made ſome of my | 
fugitive 
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ofthe united Proninces. 
fugiriue friendsand welwillers to looke backe,and eo fire vp 
my neighbours,who asthen ypheld and maintained me in my 
right,a- ainft thoſe that thought ro haue thruſt mee cleane oue 
of it,anc b y my Ie CEO my —_— 
which was done by the c nt of that Spaniſh Eacle 
whoas a fatherly ET og placed over —_ : 
his oath and promiſe to defend my maidenlike honour: but he 
ſought by range rufhans to violate mine honour, to ruinate 
my houle and Court, ( which notwithſtanding was one of his | 
faireſt palaces) andalſo my houthold ſeruants,eftecming all as | 
nothing ; and which is wore, tought ro make my people {laues, 
without once reipeCting my Baranzan tate, which is a Demo- 
craticxe gouernment, By this meanes / 1 ſay ) hath hee by his 

©  vnſpea ele tyrannicall gouernment,and valawtull mares | 
on,iolt the rule and pretended right ( by my ol cuſtomes and 
ancient priuiledges) that he had, by the aide and helpe of my * 
nel abound and friends that ood in doubt of = mil 

—Hiwocomoandedby the power of the principall and chicſe 
Iudge of Iudges,who after 4o. yeeres troubles, hath recuced 
and placed me in my former {cate of ancieut freedome. 
Friend, 

Gentlewoman,you haue now ſhewed me the ſtate of your 
old freedome,and withal of your troubles forepaſſed, whereof 
you ſay you are now freed. From hencetorth therefore ſhew ' 

our maidenlike wiledome,by calling ro remembrance things 
paſt, wiſely roconſicer of things prelent, & well to foreſee that 
which isto come, and which concerneth you neere, Therefore 
letnoryour forepaſſed blowes (by a deceittull bright ſunne- 
ſhiniog time) ſo ſoone be forgotten, For that many times after 
faire weather commeth a fiorme, youdoe well to fitat your 
doore,to ſee whether it be cleere weather abroad ; for intruth 
for thele 40, yeeres together you haue endured many,and too 
many Rormie winds, mightie raines, hailes, thunders, light- 
nings, and fieric flames. 

Batania. 

Erafmas {aith very well and truly, that induſtrious labour 

makes a manrich, So haue I(by TE 
B 2 our, F 
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orce and power of my tyrannous enemie, as 
aue by him been ouercome,and forced to flee their c b 
and to liue like rangers in other countreyes; I have wich 
their wives, children,and goods recciued into my houſe, and 
_—_ lodging therein,Whereby I got both chankesknd 
nce,whichto him was a weakening and enfcebling, 
and tome a ſtrengthening and fortification, which happened 
molt hereabouts, But he tearing further miſchiefe,(perceiuing 
my fortunate ppg) was forcedto ſeeke rome, (who 
at the firſt he contemned and eſteemed of no account; yeaina 
manner thought verily to bee his owne) to make peace with 
him,and tg acknowledge me to be a free State, without once 


| an =p 1-27-20 como ouer mee, and ſo 


ce againe got my long contentions (and almoſt cleane 
loſt) freedome into my hands. By the acknowledging and a- 
greement of myenemiesthemſclues, who indgedAttobeemy 
lawfull right, which in truth happencd and came to paſſe by 
an accuſation of his owne conſcience,and a compulſiue necel- 
fric,poſſeſied with a deſperate hope of neuer to ouercome me, 
Theſe were che ſpeciall thingsthat moued him thereunto,and 
not becauſe hee defired peace, nor for any good will that hee 
bare vnto the welfare of my houſe,and houſhold feruants, Ne- 
wertheleſle, l have recoucred mine ancient freedome,and hope 
to continue inthis my maidenlike ftate, by his aide and po- 
werfull helpe that hath ſeene my miſery, and hath euidently in 
the fight of all the world holpen and freed mee from the Spa- 
niſh yoake. 
Friend, + * 
God bepraiſed,thanked,and glorified therefore,and to him 
mult you pray, and in him firmely truſt. Butit is commonly 
faid, that where there is nocare, there is no feare: for while 
that you are now free and in goodeſtate, you muſt bee carefull 
for.your {clfeand your houſhold,and that in twofold manner: 
Firſt, colooke well about you,that you be not deceived nor 
oucr-runne by thoſe from whom you haue been delivered,and 
have freed your ſelfe Gadd: bandage, becauſe they baue 


done 


ofthe onited Prouinces. | 
done that they did ypon meere neceflicy, and not for any loue 
bareto SIO ERA 


+ ar you muſt bee prouident ro prouide for thar =. 


which is needfull and neceflaric for you in time of need, | 
that in time of want you run notto borrow corne of your | 
neighbours to feed your geeſe withall : for a learned man | 
wrote not in yaine, when he ſaid, Happic is that Land, which 
in time of peace thinketh vpon warre, And another learned | 
Philoſopher teacheth vs,cthat a man muſt not truſt his recon= 
ciled enemy too much: therefore now you fit quietly and free= 
ly in your houſe and poſſefſions, it Randerth you vpon to fur- 
niſh your houſe well with 4. moſt necefſarie things, wherein 
the whole,and a!l the tate HR conlifteth. 
Firſt, you mult haue true, truftic, and grovident houſhold 7 
ſeruants, ſuch as ſeeke not their owne good, but the profit of 
the common State, and thoſe that will not lightly by them- 
ſelues rake anything in hand, that may bee burthenſorne and 
hurtſullco the Common-wealth, and the ſubicRs thereof, 
Secondly, fit houſhold ſuffe, ſuch as is honeſt, neceffarie, 2 
ſeruiceable and fuctherly in a houſe, to bee vied for the ſeruice 
olthe Common-wealth. 
Thirdly, good proviſion of ſuch things, as in ſuch a houſe 3 
(as yours is )are moſt necefſirie and convenient, as Cheſts, 
Ware. houſes,and ſellers, well furniſhed. 
Fourthly,aad laſtly, you muſt ſpecially bee prouided of that + 
wherewith you may doc moſt,and which by men is moſt defi- 
red, tor that thereby you may get whatſocuer you will, yea and 
almoſt as much as you will, 
All this is needtull for you to doe, whereof you are to haue 
2 great care to bee provided, that againſt an aſſault,or a hard 
and bad time, you may helpe your felfe,by your (clfe. 
Allo it is conuenient for the female kind ( ſpecially a free 
maide as you are, ) not to haue too much conuerfation with 
ftrange men, ſpecially with ſuch as in times paſt ſought to yioo 
late your chaſticie; yet I doubt notof your good behauiour 
in any wiſe, becauſe you haue already withliood many af- 
Gults, and by mcancs of your honeſt minde and courage, 
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haue hitherto ouercome all Rormes whatſocuer, 
Pat thts 

My good friend, Iam warned to bee watchfull, but Thope 
God will preterue 2nd defend both me and my houſhold, 

For the firlt, I have true and prouident houſhold ſeruants, 
in my 3 1ra%:4% lominion, (according to the ancient manner) 
firſt,2n oueric-r of the houſe. (called father of the Countrey, ) 


then my two rates, the noble(t perſons of the Land, and the 


men of greate!t account among the Commons, who have all 
the care, an: /peciall charge of the fate of my houſe, both in 
peace 1 { w.irre, Secondly, | baue conuenient and profitable 
houſhold tufte, as good counſell,and vpright dealing, where- 
with my 7.414#:4 houſe is furniſhed, as with a heavenly and 
brigh: ſhining light, thereby to behold things paſt, ro marke 
things preſent,and to foreſee things tocome, The other are as 
in(t-umenrs in needfull and profitable things,to ferve the (tate 
of the Land,(cach one according to his qualitie and conditi- 


_ on) whentimEſhall require. Thirdly, (God bee praiſed) my. 
houſe is well provided,{and daily more and more ſhall be) of 


that which ſhall ferue for the Common-wealth, and ſuch as 
my houſholding requiceth, Firſt, my Chefts and Wardrops are 
weil furniſhed with apparell of Alina Waris of ood iron 
dublets,ſteele gloves, Riffe Thining collars, wich the appurte= 


naizccs. alltaire and well kept,that when I have need of them 
they arc readicat hand; my warehouſes are well provided of 


ficcave, which is made of black wood coales,brimRone,&falt. 


peter th-rewitheafily ro ſer fire on my turte, which areround, 
and as haid as iron, and great heauie hery arrowes, wherewith 
ro make a good hre againſt winterand hard froſts, And for my 
ſellars, Thaygyer a rear many brafle veſlels therein, ro wel. 
come {uch as come to vitit me, honourably; and in divers ca- 
ge] haue many old geeſe, that when there is a faire, I may ſer 

ome of them before my friends to welcome them withall. 
Now for that «herewith I can doe moſt, ('1bich ismoney) I 
have my vnited Commons, which are fonre fairhfull and tru. 
ſtie labourers; that is, Hushandmen, Burgers of rownes, Say- 


lors, and Souldiers, ( who ar thistimeTor IWhile are attheir 


reſt, 
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reſt, and live quietly.) Theſe areall faſt b-und together wich 
the band of vnirie,and are they that at all times wil make pro« 
uifion for my Batauiamn houte,and Hollands garden, waattoe- 
ver I ſhall want, For my Husbandmen ar this pretent are well 
prouided of corne,and other necefſaries,aad ſell it as eare, al- 
moſt, as they wi'l or can, which ai{o is apparant by the deck. 
ing of his wife and children with goid and 6/ver whicp hey _ 


daily weare.The towneTmen al'o owld greatandTigh houſes, 
which within are richly furniſhed with excellent taire houſe 
hold Ruffe and mouecables ; as Tapiltrie, filuer,and guilc plate, 
and hee himſelfe, and his wife and children, richly apparclled 
and ſmugd vp in filke and veluet,laid on with gold and filuer 
lace, making great bankees ; all which arc tignes of proſperity, 
and are every one induſtrious to maincaine thermſeiues in 
goodefiare; ſome urie, others by trade at home, and {ome 
by merchandifing, euery man ftriuiny not to bee the leaſt a» 
mongtt the reſt. The Sailor ſailerh farre and wide tor (trange 
merchandize; and if a rouer {ers ypon him art ſea, hee can play 
his part ſo well,that he ſhall get nothing at his hands; and ma- 
ny times lookes himſelfe for tuch a prize, fo that it ott fallech 
out that he can faile witha by-legger,berter the he doth when 
he ſaileth before the winde. Burt the Souldier likes gor of this 
{leepic calme weather, hee rather defires ro bee ruſtling in the 
held,to ſhew himſclfea gallant. Bur the other three are very 
rich,and have great meanes to heipe me, (I could not know ir 
fo well, but that they by their tuperfluitie makes ic manifeftto 
all men) for which cauſe I and my houſhold are bound co have 
a great care for them, and the Common wealth, for that they 
without me, and I without them, would bee a meanes to ouer- 
throw both meand my houte, and allothe commonalcic, and 
every one of rhem intheir perticular (taces would come to 
nothing. Forifthe band of rynicie ſhoutd breake, or by con- 
tention become looſe, it would bee their deftruction, and my 
ouerthrow out of my Throne. 
Freend. 
I would fatne ſee che pales of your gardens,and the manger 


of buifding abour your houle, or cite of you heare the diſ- 
courſe 
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comſe ofthe whole firuation thereof, while you are now ina 
free Nate. Batania, 

My Holland garden is bordered about with a willow hedge 
or hurdle, called F:delsty; at the entry whereof there is a ſtile, 
ouerthe which my watchfull (many eyed Lion ) with bis ewo 

| forefeer Rands looking, there ro hold ſharpe watch, Then 
| | within, before the ſtile, and behinde che Lion, Randeth a high 

| 

| 


Orange tree, with a young ſprig or branch at the foor thereof, 


© "Bath comming out of an old root of a tree that hath been cuc 

| downe : round about this tree there is a root planted, callcd 

| Gods Heſoay. In the middle of the garden there Randeth an 

4 old high ſtrong Peramides,called Prum/edge,cloled about with 

| a medicinable graft, called Codrpranr. TRiT garden is made 

| of,and filled vp with good Holland earth, out of the which the 

| Spaniſh vofruirfull power is wholly rooted vp ; and therefore 

in,and round abour it there groweth Good well , Good comraye; 

Heart bearbe; (are ſeede : (Eadie marke) ailo, Golden flowers, 

Siluer hearbes , Lance bearbes, Knights ſpurres, Horſe-mens 
herbe, Gun hearbe,and much Hozour and { ommendation, 


| Friend, 
Is not your garden ſomtimes weeded and cleanſed of weeds 
and huctfall plants? 
Batauia, 


Yea: for we were wont in times paſt to bee much troubled 
with great quantities of weedes; as with Force hearbe, Death 
. hearbe, Catching roote, Feare hearbe, Pine apples, Blood herbe, 
Fier hearbe, Blacke hearbe, and Bitter gall nuts, Burneceſſitie, 
and my houſhold feruants, appointed two officers ro looke 
ynts it, (which were Reaſonand Power ) each of them, as their 
rurnes came, to weede it; for if it were not for thele weeders, 
ſometimes there would ſome weeds grow vp in anights ſpace 
before the Sun riſeth ; as Rowweſo thiitle, Falſe lilies, Fox bearbe, 
Strife flowers, and Afier-hurr. For not many yeers fince, there 
grew afilthic hearb in my garden,called the Dinels Naj-thrid, 
and a hearbe called D-#els-beet, which Ranke all over the 
den, being of ſuch a nature, that whoſocuer eate ir, igmade 

m enuious,and contentious; for it is of the kind of the ſeed 
of 


£ a <a R Xo Aa Aa 


\ 


*% 22, >=, at, iy Mr, Mo 4, &, oy aronmny 


£©& O 


| 6 of the wnited Proninces. | 
of the apple whereof Ex: and eAdw ate in Paradiſe, which | 


then preſently cauſed great contention berweene God and 
them, and fo 1t did now alſc; for whotocuer d1d cate thereof, 
thovghe that they were as wiſe as God, and knew all things, 
and for that cauſe thinking themſelues to be wife in their own 
"conceits,they tell at ſtrife with their neighbours; bur reafon | 
weeded out as much thereof as hee could, and in {ic24 thereof 
pl inted a root called Part ſtrife, which in time will growro 
ea great hearbe, but the divels NVey-29rid, ran almottgleane 
through the whole garden,and hath m2de the Oraxpe tree tor 
ce:taine yeers to ſtand (hl ata bay,and nortoblofſome, which 
makech many heere among vs tolony tor ſomegf his fruir, 
if it were tobe had; but theearth of my garden 1s ſo rich and 4 
fruictul,that if once a hoc Spaniſh ſun-(1:inc ſhould fail theron, 
(atrer the which a Batanax troke-raie vieth rofollow) we 
ſhould preſently ſee the bloſſomes and truit of the O-»ge r7ce 
ſhew forth thoielues,Nevertheles we have Oranger for 2 plea- 
fant ſawce, and a good ſauour daily in my kitchin, ancalſo 
forarefreſhing we haue the faire Orange {:/:e, and the Ro/elike 
thiſileflower, which is placed properly in ſeuerall beds in my 
rden, Friena, 
Now I have heard the manner of the (iruation of your gar- 
den : let me I pray you heare trom you, what kind of building 
you have in your houſe ? 


— 


Batavia. 

Tie foundation of my houſe is named Pity : the principals 
thereof are made of great (traight timber, lined and daubed 
with good vnited Netherlandiſh Rones, the Hall thereof cal- 

' ledtine Bataxiar goucroment, is beautified with eight faire 

} cleerewindowes, and in the middle of them all fandeth one 

| ſpecially,asaprincipall ſhield beautifying the ſame, The roofe 

of the houle is couered ouer with faire ſhining ſhels, which 
couer is called HaArdineſſe. The centric or gate thereof isnamed 

Vittory :the poſts and top of it are covered oucr prone, > x 

hearbes,in the middle whereofmy [cate ftandeth, called Free 

dome ; made of firme ground wood : andaboue all chereftthe 


' khgneof ay houſe is Emanxe/. tow my friend, you haue heard 


"A Dieferipiion of the proſperity 


2nd ynderftood the manner and forme of my houſe and gar- 
den, wherein atthispreſent 1 have and hold my free habirati- 
on; which, of almoſt a deſperate loſt inheritance, I haue made 
free againe,more by honeſt meanes,and true and lawfull right, 
then by forcible craftinefſe, alrhough my ill willers behind my 
backe report and (ay, that I decke my (elfe with fAirange fea- 
thers, when as they notwithſtanding lurke and hide them- 
ſelues vader my wings; neuertbelefſe I have firiuven as much 
for their freedomes, as I haue done for nyne owne naturall and 
ood peoples liberty. 

goodpeop 2 FOO | 

Gentlewoman , Doe you perceiue that which 1 ſee there, 
which isa ſtrange ſhow, it ſeemeth to bee a twin, orz body of 
two kindes, whereof the one halfe before ſeemeth ro laugh 
friendly vpon you, with a ſweer womantike face ; and the 0- 
ther halfe behinde, is armed with a cruel! ſouldiers looke, and 
hazha monſtrous great beaſt by him, wherein I take no plea- 
lure. Bataxia, 

This partie hath been heere ſome few yeeres fince, ang 
brought that beaſt with him into our Betexian houſe; bur 
what ſhall I doe, ſeeing he lookes ſo ſmilingly vpon me,whe- 
ther it be in outward ſhew,orin ation, I will not as yet quar- 
zell with him and miftruſt him, before he leaues laughing, and 
then I will ſee, (and alſo aske him) what hee meaneth to doe, 
that he commeth here into my garden with ſuch a hinder part, 
and fo faire and pleafant a forepart. 

| Friend, 

Doe you not thinke that he can ſoone turne that lapghing 
countenance behind him from you,and place the biawioks 
before : It was wont to be the Italian manner,and the Spaniſh 
cultome : ſee you not that hee hath turned the hinder part of 
hisface towards atreupe of ſouldiers,and the forepart cowards 
you ; the while that he wich outward flearing face lookes on 
you: with the hinder part hee doth expeR your overthrow ; 

* therefore itis fir that the Lion ſhould take good heed vato 
him. Batania, 

But (my friend) doe you know what manner of man this is 

an 


of the onuited Prouinces. 
and doe you know the beaſt well? I haue long time caft mine 
eyes thereon: let me heare what your iudgementis ofhim, ſee- 
ing you ſhew your ſelfe co bee ſo carefull tor me. 
Friend. 

The happineſſe of your fate makes mee fo carefull for you, 
but in my iudgment this man is one of the foure ſorts or kinds 
of Hermaphredites, (which are both men and women, ) which 
is one of the worſt kind of creatures that are living ypon the 
earth, if they may ( without reſtraint) yſe and ſhew torth their 
nature, For they can ſuffer themſclues to be dealt withall in na- 
ture of weake and effeminate women, with faire ſhewes, and 
ſweet words todeceive withall ; and as a woman by nature, is 
milde, they can bring their ſubrill praCtiſes, and deceirfull 
charrmes co paſſe , which if they effe& not in two or three 
yeeres,they doe itin 6.or 8.and ſomrtimes in 10.0r ewelue, 

Againe, theſe Hermophrodites ( when they lit) can bee like 
cruell and turdie men, and can as well by force as by craft 
bring many things to paſſe, for they are withour all meaſure 
wicked and hollow hearted. 

Which for you (being a maide) is very dangerous, for thin- 
king ro ſee a womanlike face, and to heare an effeminate 
yoyce,you ſhould with the turning ofan hand fall into a ſnare, 
' andbe deflowred, whereby your moſt noble and great fame 

ſhould be ouerthrowne, and your praiſe-worthie name cleane 
defaced, 

Bataxia, this is my iudgement, anda forewarning for you 
concerning this perſon,and where youthinke this great ſweet 
ſhining noſegay to be a Palme branch, ic is not {o; forir is a 
branch ne coves. Mindige Boer a venomous hearbe, 
which h ore was rooted out of your garden, which hee © 
hath taken vp againe, therewith to bring you at length into a 
ſound fleepe, 


Batania. 
What thinke you of that monſtrous beaſt, what beaſt, and 
of what kinde and nature is it? 
Friend, 
That may well and cafily be _ and judged by the = 
2 c 


A Deſcription 0/ the proſperity 
led skin that it bat, which is Ike a Naj-ed or patche Monkes 
gowne; and therefore thinke thar it is naturally a Leopard, 
which 1s © greedie blood ſucking beaſt, begotten ot a Leoneſſe, 
by a Pazther ; and therefore it is called by a double ſignifying 
name,a Lespard, This bealt although it is broughtforth by a 
ſhee Lt-n, yet itis mot greedie and cruelly bent to feeke rhe 
deitruction of the male Lton : but as it is bloowily minded, fo ir 
is ſubrill and craftie, ſpecially ro intrap his greatelt enemy the 
L1n,tHerby to fall ypon him and to deſtroy him : tothe which 
end he is skilfull how ro make double holes, one aboue the 0- 
ther, which run both intolone, being wide aboue,and narrow 
or ſtraite in the middle, whereinto he runneth, to get the Lron 
(following him)betweene themboth,and foto entangle him- 
ſelfe there1n ; inthe mcane time the Leopard leapes out at the 
other bole,and falleth vypon the backe of the Lox, for by that 
meanes the Lron cannot vic his [trength againſt him; and ſo 
he ſ:eweth his deceirfull nature and condition, which by ſubs 
tiltie he practiſeth and bringeth co palle. 

And yet at other times he hath ſhewedother Leopards tricks 
yponthe African Aper,and Welt-Indian MMonkeyes : for ypon 
atime when hee ſpied many of them together, hee made as 
though he had been dcad, or aſlcepe ; in the meane time the 
Apes and 1conhezes came withour teare out of their holes, 
(thinking to be free & out of doubt)and were very ioyful,and 
played many apiſhtoyrs one with the other, not doubting any. 
thing,nor once ſo muc!; as dreaming ot the riling vp agaie of 
theirſlumbring enenne, who ike a Leopar4lay lurking, and 
ſceing rime fir and convenient, when thoſe beafts were vnar- 
med,and without feare,hc roſe vp out of his counterfeit ſlum- 
ber,and falling vpon them, deuoured and tace inſunder the 
moſt part of them,This(Gentlewomaa)ſerueth aliofor a ware 
ning to you : for not Jong ſince, I heard you ſay, thatyou yet 
haue many old geeſe for prouifion for your kitchin, whoſe 
cages you arc tolooke well to, left this Leopard with crrftic 
bayres and force comes not ſuddenlyand deuoureth them, as 
he hath alreacy deuoured many Liows and a Monkey: and the 
fame would hee doe ynto your owne perſon allo, if hee 

| | had 
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af the onited Prouinces, 

had the meanesaccarding to his will, + 

I meane*this leering ſuirer, who with a craftie difſembling 
manner of ſuite,though not openly, ſeeking to ger asneere vn- 
to you as he can,as you may perceive by hisentry into Gubeke, 
and Cleavel.md, and from thence ro Merke, and meancth noc 
roteaue ſo,vntill he hath gotten ſomething that may further 
his pretence for the warre, not by skirmiſhes, thereby to ler * 
forth your honour the more ( which hee thinkech beforethis 
time to have ſufficiently tried ) but by long an! coacinuall po- 
licie in the end co lay hold vpon you by force. 

For he accounts you already to bee his owne, although ne- 

rtheleſſe ( of meere neceflity ) hee did acknowledge you to 

a free State, 

Bur as he knoweth the nature of dtuers ſlaues whom he hath 
vnder his ſubieRion,and perceiues well that hee muit noc vie 
them one like another, to keepe them in bondage, and to g-r 
more,he hath therein a ſpeciall watch vpon you tor the Ang - 
lih, Seutomiſh, and Gureian Moores, were with great cru- 
elty made his ſlaues , and with ſeueritic held in bondage, 
Whereas the Þra/ilran Nation were by deceit and policy be 
reaued of their freedome, and made his, and by compulſion 
holden ſlaves, | 

Now m:rke well Gen:lewoman; ar the fi:ſt hee ſought ro 
you,now he begins ro worke otherwiſe :1n time paſthe began 
it by crugl. A/u4, whereby he put. you tara ſo great afcare;tnar 
hee was forced tocall backe bs executioner, for your people 
were ſo wilde, char they from himſclfe ( as the author of the 
execution) got a diſcharge of him, ſothat thereupon came a 
great Commander, with a pardon for your obſtinacic towards 
him, who miniftred fuch Spaniſh ftgs (called pardons) that 
thereby you were almoſt-choaked.m the mier, and many of 
you died, After him came Dor Jobwaes Av/tria, to pacitie you, 
who at firſt ſeemed ſomewhat to enalnne to a peacr, bur in 
ſhort time after he made an yproare among you againe. For 
thar.cauſe there was a fira7ge preſent ſent (but yer for more 
furcherance ta his intent) which wizan Italian Parmaſewr bur 
perceiving thatit was too ſyetet for your talte, and not Tiked 
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| A Deſcription of the proſperity 
of, he let the Parmeſaxrot,and began to come vypon you with 
a haſti :bur becauſe your Bataxier: are milde of 
| nature,andcanſce farre, hee tooke no pleaſure in ſuch Ernit 
proceeding : then hee ſenta red —_ _ man, that 
!' + ſhould make eAlbright, and cleare, t ing to ouercome 
| 6n,and the Batanien gourrnment with his Claer /u- 
geniows wit and behaviour, which he pur in practiſe ; bur all ip. 
yaine : after that he nn ener (end now with / 
leering Leopards ) butthe Spmrners webbe was too weake to 
catch y6u in: for that cauſche Ipread another Na-ed,or broad 
net, which hee caſt ouer your head ; but it is ſo looſe and fo 
wide,that you can ſee cleerely through it, voleſle that the ſhew 
ofthe noſegay ſhould make your head ſo diffie, that by means 
of the venomous ſmel thereof, you ſhould fall aſlcepe,and thar 
isit which this leering Leoperd lookes for : to bring you firſt 
tothe Braſilzan (laucrie, then to deale with you as with the 
Gumeans ; & laftly,aswith the We/ſt-[ndians.Therfore preſerue 
your freedome,and alſo ſhew that you are free ; let not others 
appoint your lawes concerning that which toucheth you, for 
the preſeruation of your houſe,and the defending of your nexe 
neighbours,which concerneth your ſclfe much,for which this 
Leeperd bath long leered (Shipper looke our.) 
Batania 


My goed friend, wee are well acquainted in my houſe with 
the nature and conditions of this Leoperd,ve haue often heard 
his howling in our garden, but yet we beleeue him not. To 
that end my many waking eicd Liow ſtands before the ſtile and 
looks out ; and this Leoperd muſt not thinke that he isin Weſt- 
India; for in Read of Aﬀonkeys, I would fend great lore of 
Graſhoppers after him,which are caſily to bee found in my gar- 
den ; and I haue nefts,yea whole regimenes of /weft flies, (of 
for the Spaniſh flies)which neſtle ynder my Orange tree, which 
ST. ir ſharpepricking Avgls, will ſo pricke and ſting him 
through his ſpeckled skinne, that you ſhall heare bim howle 
into Spaine,to call for helpe, But my water-fowles ( thatare 
very cunning in ſwimming ) would ſo well watch the coaſts 
and hauens that not one Leopard ( which are but Flatce- 


rers 
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rers in the water)fhal not dare to thruſt their heads one of their 
holds, for my water: fowles are yery y ſet againſtthe 
Leopards, becauſe at other times he hath often taken their egs 
om of their neſts,and puld away many of their feathers, and 
hath cut many of them ſhort, ſomrimes when they were wone 
with great danger to {wimme over the Spaniſh ſeas, into the 
Spaniſh hauens, which they yet remember well,and can better 
revenge themſelues thenthe Aonkey:.For firſt my Gra/boppers 
for the moſt part of them,are old Leapers,that bave good skill 
to leape vypon the water-fides, and the hard land, as they in 
times paſt did ypon Turenholt Heath, and Newport ſea- 
firand : bur fince that time they have brought forth many 
young ones, who are well learned and inſtruted by the old 
ones,and can match the flies well enough, who alſo are old 
and well experienced; for they were wont in times paſt, luſtily 
to flic yponthe Canary, andS, Thomas Suger ; and alſo vpon 
the figs and reaſons of Cal/# mals, which was good meate for 
them; but my water-fowles are ſo ſwift in flying, that their 
nimblenefle is known in Eaft-India,where they at other times 
have luſtily lowne ypon their Nutmeg bloſſomes, and there 
lefe the ſmell and ſauour of the Netherlands Mſatelwme, whereat 
they did nor greatly reioyce;yea they are ſo quicke and ſtrong 
in flight,thart they flie vp through firange water and waies to 
Heewmſche- hercke, there to hold the /abrle,and they bite (o ſore, 
that there is no Spaniſh N#z but they will bice it in peeces, 
how hard foeuer it be, In ſwimming alſo they are very craftie, 
and tour, ſpecially ypon a Spaniſh fleer, to bee maſters of ic 


with a ſmall power, whereby in Spaine they are called water- 
Diuels,( withoue once rementbring ca: Cod is = ot.) 
And though this Leoperdis a greatenem c Liens,wher- 


of he hath deceiued and taken many, yet he hath not found the 
meanes to beguile them all, as it appeareth ; for in my Bataxiar 
houſe, there ftandeth or faxterth yer ſeuen that lookes our atthe 
window: 
1 Firſt,my Hollands rampant Liew : 
whe adbeard be deth neere leaue climing fil, 
be zquot ſo bigh a4 be would by bu will, 
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A Delcripiron 0 pr erviy 
2 Nexthim the Zelends ſwimming Lion ſtands : 

Who alſo bath a head and ler thereby , 

 eAnd forthe Libard careth not a flie. 

For although he hath ſwome long time, he is not yer drowe 
ned, if occaſion once ſerued he would make the Leopard dance 
ypon the water,but it ſhould be noapiſh dance, 

3 Ina higher window there ſtandsa Gelders Lion, 

Thu helds aplaceinſt in the Libatos way, 
And when he thinkes topaſſevill make hum ſtay, 

4 In the window beneath him there are two Freeſeland Lie 
ons readic torunz 

Not for to run away out of bis /ight, 
But t hinder his pretence to hus aeſpight, 

5 Then therc is two other Lions,cach of them ina window 

apart, whereof the one, 
Stands rot in Over Ifel t have a fight 
Of leering Libard,*utwith ham to fight, 

6 Inthe other window isthe Zmrpben Lion: 

which if the Libard ſpould begrn ro bal, 
1woruld luſfily with's elawervpen bmn (all. 

7 Ina high windowatthe vpper part of my houſe : 

The luſtie, ſtrong,and valiant Virechts Kmight, 
Dothwatich,and bath the Libard {ill m fly hr, 

Andin the vpperpart of my houſe : 

Th Eaſt Frie(land quicke ſight Eagte /aokes about, 
1W.tb's wings abroad to ſee how things fall out, 

And how high ſocuer hee feemes to fir, yet if the Leopard 
begins once to play bispart,he would ſoon flic ypon his back : 
for it is molt certaine;rhat all of them together, and every one 
ofthem particularly is well acquainted with the blood-thig- 
ftinefle,crueky,and craftineſſe of thee: Leopard; and hauc aree 
gard to what end he comes thus leering hereabour, every one 
of themchinking that he leereth vpon him ; and therefore they 
all itand vpon their guard, and would rather willingly leape 
vpon him,then ſuffer him co lay hald'on them,” - 

| oa Fread:: > fr Nl 

I am of the ſame opinionalſo,Genclewoman, and I gr 
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ofthe vnited Proninces. 

that all your foure men, whom you tearme your truſtie huſ- 
band men, before you ſhould bee throwne downe, would ra- 
ther for a time leaue theirTilling the land, ſeafaring and mer- 
chandifing,and fer their wiues on worke for the vpholding of 
your perſon,and they chemſel ues with the Souldiers, ( whom 
they would ſoone raiſe out of their ſleep) would march againſt 
the Lropard,for the detence of your B4ran:en gouernment,and 
the keepingwf the Hollands garden:yea,& before that you for 
want of meanes,or by reſtraint ſhould be forced to leaue your 

ſeat of freedome, your Commons wouldrather labor for you, 

tillthey ſweatblood,and yer too great toles and heauie bur- 

thens are cumberſome to labouring men; bur the loue they 

beareto you, and the _ they haue of their happineſſe by 

your freedome,would make them forget thepaines they take, 

for the furtherance of the Common-wealth: butthe Husband- 

men,Sea- faring men, and Citizens, altogether with one con- 

ſent,(to bring their purpoſe the berter to effe&t,)wiſh that the 

Souldier alſo were awake with them, For a common burthen 


ſeems a common eaſe,bur an aſſured common reſt & quictnes | 


is better, alchough your men apply chemſelues co the time. For 
which cauſe, willing labourers that are tied rogether in the 
bands of vnity, deſerue ſome furtherance, and for that you are 
all their naturall mother, it learnes euery one both great and 
{mall,cogether and apart, to ſhew their good wils and dutics 
ynto you in chat reſpe, 

Batania, 

That is true, for my State is coſtly to beare all the charges 
that are neceſſarily to be laid our, ſpecially now I amet againe 
in wy free Seate; therefore I would,if I could,bring it fo to 
paſſe,thatno man ſhould haue any caute to finde faulr,thereby 
ro make all man free in our garven, 

Friend. 

Thenit is requiſite and very needfull to haue a good regard 
that the Leopard makes no double holes for rhe Lrom,that you 
neednot ſtand in doubt at what hole to watch tor him,and al- 
ſo tolooke well to that double face,and to have an eye to the 


troupe of men that ſtands Pres it ſcemeth that they are 
at 


C——_—_—— — — — — 


at a ſtand, and would bee gone away: bur me thinkes rather 
that they encreaſe and ſeeme to come neerer; and in the meane 
time this forepart giveth you a faire {miling countenaiice, and 
the hinder part is for their furtherance; and therefore a farre 
off they afſemble ſpeedily and bold rogether. 

Bataria. 

Therfore we will commend the watch to our chicfe watch- 
man Emanvel,and commit the charge of our houlc to him, and 
altogether from henceforth will be vigilant, and looke well to 
the craftic fetches of the Leopard; for if I were fure that hee 
would leeringly come too neere mee, and that his face would 
turne about, I would preſently let my Liow looſe to flie v 
the Leopard, and wake my Souldier, to beard that mar 
face, who thinketh that he that flumbrech is faft aſleepe,burthe 
noife would ſoone awake him. 


Diltru#t and watch th enemie towithſtand, 

Concord and ———_ as T owne and Land, 
Are weapons ſure and ftrong : 

But before all theſe things, vyou bim call, 

«And cbiefly truit i bim that can doe al ; 


By': power, and right thy \vrong. : 


L 
Ataxian Virgin faire, 
That ſits in freedemes chaire, 
Vitterionſfly and well: 
Locke to thy enemy, 
That #n thee cafts bis eye. 
Beware of Lubard fell. 
IL 


Where falſe lowe caunet vin, 
To bate thee they begin, 

For when lone waxeth cold, 
Then hatred for good will, 
Makg: thew ſeeks thee 104. 


Trauft not the Libard bold. 


© III | 
Sowre ſawce diftaſts ſweet wear, 
Craft th' upper hand doth ger, 
Rewange breekes yeaces lawes, 
The thing that's not ftraight wonne, 
May _ is time be done. 
Keepe out the Libard; clawes, 
IV. 
He that firſt bragd of thee, 
That thos bis awne ſbould be, 
But nothing thereby got, 
«After long warre ſceemes mecke, 
and maketh foew to ſerke 
T by lone. Belcene bem not. 
V. 
h he ſaid thow ſhouldſt hae, 
Thy liberty and gave 
Conſent to tin bu need. 
He 9 to ſpoyle thee now, 
If that be could tell how. 


Of Libards wiler takg beed. 
VI 


_—_ yy rw 


VIII. 
Faire Hollands Princely D :me, 
CMaintaine thy ancient fame, 
Be not at hus command : 
Although t'is his intent, 
Doe nought thou maiſf repent. 
Gamn#? Libard beldly ſtand. 


Printed ſomewhere in the Batavian Land, 
My name if you defire to voderftand : 
It is, (25 men me commonly doe call,) 
The Plcaſant, Rich, and Famous Holand: Hall. 
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